
Metro Atlanta Chamber 

Å Regional Chamber of Commerce with 4000 members.

Å Board of Directors draws from Atlantaôs top businesses (Rick 

Smith, Chairman of Equifax, is current Chairman of MAC)

Å Drive Economic Development and Public Policy that promote 

sustainable growth.

Å 450 companies recruited in last 10 years by MAC Eco Dev. Unit.

Å Transportation, Water and Education top public policy priorities.



Metro Atlanta Chamber

New Economic Development Focus Areas
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ÅMultimedia software

ÅGaming

ÅHealthcare software

ÅDigitized

medical records

ÅNetwork security 

ÅData mining/ predictive 

technology

Å VOIP

ÅWireless telephony

ÅMobile payments

Å Specialty content/ 

information portal (e.g., 

WebMD, CNN.com) 

Å IPTV

Å Vaccine therapies and 

manufacture

Å Infectious diseases

Å Pet pharma

Å Tissue engineering

ÅMedical implants/ 

prosthetics

ÅCardiology

ÅOncology

Å Spinal/ orthopedic

ÅMedical devices

Å Livestock engineering

ÅCrop engineering



Atlanta Introduction

I. Economic Engine for the Southeast

II. Global Image

III. World Class Talent

IV. Competitive Business Climate

V.    Green Business Initiatives



I. Atlanta:  The Economic Engine of the Southeast
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Atlanta

Southeast states include Florida, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee

ÅSoutheast is the leading market for 

economic growth in U.S.

Å7th largest economy (GDP) in the 

world at $2.2 trillion 

ÅPopulation:  55 million

ÅPopulation increase of 7.7 million 

people in last 10 years 

ÅOver $720 billion in retail sales

Å24.9 million workers

ÅGeorgia is economic leader in the region



I. Atlanta:  The Economic Engine of the Southeast

ÅAtlanta is 8th Largest U.S. Population Center

& fastest growing

ÅFederal Government a big player in the 

economy

Å#1 in the world in Air Passenger Traffic

Å4th largest Fortune 500 headquarters 

concentration in U.S.

ÅPopulation:  5.3 million (2008)

ÅAnnual retail sales:  almost $100 billion

ÅAtlanta would rank 31st in the world in terms

of GDP - $257 Billion



I. Fortune 500 Headquarters ï4th Nationally

Source:  FORTUNE magazine, May 4, 2009



I. Major Corporate Headquarters & 

Large Manufacturers

Source: Metro Atlanta Chamber of Commerce Listing of HQ Locations

http://www.habitat.org/default.aspx


I. A Balanced Economy Fuels Metro Atlanta Jobs
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Atlanta: At the Center of an Industry



II. Atlanta: A Global Image with International Presence

Top Ten Countries

of Firms # of Employees Consulate Chamber *

Å Japan 352 33,246              V V

Å United Kingdom 345 25,601              V V

Å Germany 395 17,534              V V

Å The Netherlands     164 15,092              V V

Å Canada 212 12,723 V V

Å France 239 11,288              V V

Å Switzerland    126 9,318 V V

Å Sweden 128 8,587 V V

Å Belgium 46                 3,081 V V

Å Italy 75 2,416 V

* Includes trade offices and business offices

Source:  Georgia Department of Economic Development September 2009



II. A Global Image: Strategic Location

Located in the southeastern portion of the U.S., more than 80% of U.S. consumers

can be reached from Atlanta in two flight hours or two truckload delivery days

Source:  Georgia Power Company



II. A Global Image: Hartsfield-Jackson 

Atlanta International Airport

Å #1 in the world in passenger volume (over 90 million)

Å 80% of the U.S. market within a 2-hour flight

Å 35 passenger carriers

Å Over 2,700 daily departures and arrivals

Å Direct flights to more than 90 international 

destinations in 55 countries

Å 18 cargo-only carriers 

Å (recently added Singapore Airlines) 

Å Maynard H. Jackson International Terminal

to be completed by 2011

Å Undergoing $6 billion-plus expansion

Source:  HJAIA 2008 Annual Stakeholder Report



II. A Global Image: Strategic Location for 

Highways, Rail & Sea

Highways

Å Three major interstate highways (I-75, I-85, I-20)

Rail

Å The Rail center of the South and one of the five most important distribution 

centers in the U.S.

Å CSX Transportation and Norfolk Southern each operate more than 100 

freight trains daily

Å Overnight ñpiggy-backò freight service is available from the ports of 

Savannah and Brunswick, GA; Jacksonville, FL; New Orleans, LA and 

Charleston, SC

Å One of the largest inland ports in the world

Sea

Å Atlanta is 400 kilometers from the Port of Savannah, the nationôs fastest 

growing and 4th largest container port (currently  handles 2.4M TEUôs)



II. Largest Distribution Markets in the U.S.: 

Atlanta, Chicago, & Dallas

Source:  Global Insight Inc.


